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Introduction:

Results:

• The Tualatin Hills Nature Park is magical forest embedded in
Beaverton, Oregon

• A short 6:42 minute documentary video that tells the story
of the initial land acquisition

• The wildlife preserve is 222 acres of wetlands, forests, and
streams that shelter insects, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and
mammals

• A timeline document of the key events related to the
Tualatin Hills Nature Park

• Eastern Washington County Oregon has seen massive
urbanization in the past 50 years

• A document that provides greater detailed information
about the nature park history

• Without the fierce dedication of a handful of people in the
1970s, the park might have been developed into housing or
commercial use and its wildlife habitat lost forever

More Information:

• An article to accompany the documentary video

• The inspirational story of how the nature park land was
acquired was also being lost with time

Goal:
• Document the history of the nature park to recollect the
nature park story and educate the public about the effort
required to protect an urban natural area

Open Land in 1970

Urbanized Land in 2016

Process:

• Please watch the documentary video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwGgL1JlYf0&t=23s
• Please review the history documents
http://www.thprd.org/parks-and-trails/nature-park-history

• Interview and record community members who actively
participated in the nature park evolution

Future Work:

• Research Tualatin Hills Parks and Recreation District archives

• Additional documentary videos that will tell the stories
related to nature park developments after the initial land
acquisition

• Research newspaper archives and other historical documents

• Further research and documentation of the nature parks
history

Concept:

• Further community outreach to educate the public about the
importance of urban natural areas

• Document the history of the nature park for website
publication

Acknowledgements:

• Create one or more short documentary videos available for
public viewing

• Friends of Tualatin Hills Nature Park
https://sites.google.com/site/friendsofthnp/home

Challenges:

• Tualatin Hills Parks and Recreation District – Nature and
Trails Department
http://www.thprd.org/district-information/administration/
nature-and-trails

• Identify and engage key community members
• Find relevant information to help piece together the history
fragments
• Fact check the collected information and develop an
impartial storyline
• Secure funding for the video production

• St. Mary’s Woods State Park Committee Inc.
• Fertile Ground Communications
https://www.fertilegroundcommunications.com/
• Shelly Heesacker
https://www.shellyheesacker.com/

